




The vineyard table is almost as

old a design as the trestle table,

dating back 300 years or more. Some

sources claim these tables were used 

by grape pickers in French vineyards

for working lunches, while others say

they were used in wineries for wine

tastings. Both stories may be true, since

the tables fold easily for storage and

transportation. The central “harp” 

spins around on one set of dowels and

the tabletop flips on a second set of

dowels to create a remarkably compact

package.

Neal White of San Jose, California,

designed and built this table as a 

second table for family gatherings at 

his house. He found ing4149uld it of
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Drawing an Ellipse



4. Enlarge the illustration below to full size or
create a pattern of your own, then trace it onto



6. Use a bandsaw or coping saw to cut out the
half-circle.
7. Sand the half-circle to shape using a sand-
ing block with 80-grit paper. 
8. Drill out a 3⁄4-in. dowel hole at the marked
center, using a Forstner bit as shown in 
653rill out a 





Making the harp 



remove the stop block and cut out the waste
on both top joints.
4. 



square. Transfer it to one end of the cross bar,
then repeat the procedure and transfer the
measurement to the other end of the cross bar.
10. 



13. To cut the bottom of the harp, run the top
rail of the harp against the table-saw fence,
cutting off the bottom. This ensures that the
bottom is parallel with the top (see photo H). 
14. Turn the harp upside down and find the



Attaching the cleats 



2. Attach the other cleat to the other leg.
3. Turn the tabletop upside down onto your
workbench, then put the trestle, with cleats
attached, upside down on the overturned
tabletop. Prop up the trestle so it doesn’t fall
over. Center the trestle on the top.
4. Predrill for screws and screw the cleats 




